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Description: Students scan entertainment listings for information 

 
Use with or after: English Network 3 (New Edition), Unit 6, Step 2. 

 
Skill: Selective reading  

 
Focus: Finding and pointing to information in entertainment 

listings, including typical abbreviations. 
 

Time: 25 minutes 
 

Preparation:   
 

• Print out all three pages of this file. 
• Make a copy of the third page (worksheet) for each 

student. 
• Read through the advertisements on the worksheet and 

make sure you are prepared to answer any vocabulary 
questions that might come up. 

• If you have a big map of central London you might want 
to bring it along so you can show where some of the 
places are (Haymarket, Covent Garden, etc.). 

 
Procedure: 
 

• If your class is not familiar with this sort of activity, 
explain briefly what selective reading is: you don't read 
the entire text word for word, but just look through it 
quickly to find the information you need. 

• Distribute the worksheets, and ask if anybody has been to 
any of the shows or events listed. Get them to give some 
details (in English) and encourage other students to ask 
questions. These particular listings are from London, but 
the films and musicals have been played all over the 
world, so students may well have seen some of them. 

• Ask the students to find and point to the following: 

 Find an event that doesn't cost anything. (2) 

 Find what's playing at the Gate Cinema. (8) 

 In London there is a street called Haymarket, near 
Piccadilly Circus. (Show this on your map if you have 
one.) Find three shows that are playing on that 
street. (8, 9 and 10) 

 Find a film that was made in the capital city of 
Austria. (8) 

 Find a theatre that is near the Covent Garden tube 
station. (11) 
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 Find a place you can go to by tube and then by bus. 
(4) 

 Find a show you can see on Thursday afternoon at 
2.30pm. (12) 

• Insist that they don't say it at first, just point to it, to 
give everybody a chance to find it. Then if somebody 
really can't find it, a partner can help. 

• Write the word abbreviations on the board and remind 
the students what it means. Ask them to find and point to 
the following, and write the answer on the board after 
they have found each one: 

 Find an abbreviation that means His Master's Voice. 
(HMV in 1) 

 Find an abbreviation that means north-west. (NW in 
4) 

 Find an abbreviation that means West Central. (WC 
in 11) 

 Find an abbreviation that means matinée, a 
performance of a play or film given in the daytime, 
usually in the afternoon. (mat in 9, 10, 11 and 12) 

 Find an abbreviation that means minutes. (mins in 5, 
6, 7 and 8) 

 Find an abbreviation that means parental guidance. 
(PG in 6 and 8) 
You might want to explain that children under 15 
may watch PG films only if they are with an adult.  

• Answer any vocabulary questions, within reason, but 
explain that for the skill of selective reading it is 
important to find what you want and complete the task 
even if there are words you don't know. 

 
 
 
 
If you are short of time you can spread these phases out over two or more lessons. 
 
For more practice with selective reading, you could use the activity called Flat-
hunting, which is listed under English Network 3 (New Edition), Unit 3, Step 3. 
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