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Description: A walk-around activity to practice answering questions using the past simple
and the present perfect. 

Use with or after: English Network Connection, Unit 3.

Skill: Grammar  

Focus: Truthful answers about things that Richard Branson did at some particular
time in the past or has done in his lifetime.

Time: 15 minutes

Preparation: • Print out the second, third, fourth and fifth pages of this file, on stiff paper
if possible. If you have more than sixteen students in your group, make an
extra copy of one of the pages and use some of the items twice.

• Cut along the dotted lines, but do NOT cut on the wavy lines, since these
are for folding. 

Procedure: • As a reminder, ask the students to look briefly at the article about Richard
Branson on page 19 of English Network Connection, and at the two photos
on pages 19 and 20.

• You might also like to remind them of the difference between the present
perfect and the past simple, as presented in the Grammar focus at the bot-
tom of page 20.

• Give each student one of the sixteen question cards and ask them to fold
it on the wavy line. This way there will be a question and the appropriate
answer on the front of the card, and a prompt in larger type on the back.

• If there are any vocabulary questions, clear these up in a low voice with
the individual students, not with the class as a whole.  

• Students stand up, walk around and talk to one other student at a time. At
each encounter they ask the question on the front of their card, and show
the other person the prompt on the back. Then they check to see that the
other person gives the correct answer.

• Take a card yourself and do the exercise with them, so you can be available
for questions or corrections. 

By the way, the reason Richard Branson spent a night in prison was that as a young man he was
caught at the Dover docks trying to smuggle phonograph records past customs. This cost him
£53,000 as part of an out-of-court settlement, to avoid having a criminal record. 

In the next book, English Network Plus (New Edition), there is an interesting listening text on
dyslexia in unit 6, page 45.
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