
Classroom Activities English for Adults

© 2006 Langenscheidt ELT GmbH, München (01/2006)

Description: Students write their own clues to a crossword, for other students to solve. 

Use with or after: English Network Plus (New Edition), Unit 2.

Skill: Vocabulary

Focus: Revision of vocabulary relating to how people can look or feel. 

Time: 10 minutes

Preparation: • Print out the second and third pages of this file (crosswords A and B) and
make enough copies so that each student can have one or the other, but
not both.

• Cut on the dotted lines to remove the keys.

Procedure: • Divide the class into two groups, A and B, and have the groups sit as far
apart as possible, on opposite sides of the room.

• Give each person a copy of the appropriate crossword (A or B) and point
out that the clues to the crosswords are missing.

• If your class has not done this sort of activity before, you may wish to elicit
some examples of what such a clue could be, such as a definition or ex-
planation, a drawing, an example sentence with a gap, or the same as, the
opposite of, a kind of. Collect some examples on the board, e.g.

• land with water on all sides (island)
• use it to talk to people far away (telephone)
• the opposite of big (small)
• I came here ............. train (by)

• Give each person a copy of the key to their own crossword (A or B) so they
can write the clues in the spaces provided. They may help each other with-
in their own group, but everybody should write. They do not all have to
write the same clues. 

• While they are writing, you should circulate to help and make corrections.
If necessary, remind them to write legibly. 

• When they have written all the clues, collect the crosswords and distribute
them to members of the other group, without the keys, so members of
group B can solve crossword A, and visa versa.

• Re-distribute the keys afterwards so they can check their answers. 
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